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Torrential rain did not deter Endurance GB ride organisers Margaret McKiddie and Paul Roberts from hosting the Inter-regional Championships at this year’s Ludlow Ride. In the weeks leading up to the event Ludlow sadly lost one of its historical bridges in the floods which have plagued Great Britain throughout July. Routes were changed accordingly and crew spots enforced to ensure health and safety was upheld at all times for riders, crew and spectators alike. Friday 13th saw competitors on the first day of the event battle against torrential rain which made the going slippery and deep. Saturday 14th hosted the Open 100km and 80km and Young Rider 80km Endurance ‘race’ Rides (ERs). This was also the first day of the Inter-regional Championships, which attracted seven teams from across the country, made up from thirteen competitors competing in one of six mileage classes. The weather conditions for the second day were excellent, with brilliant sunshine and a cool breeze. The going was deep and sticky which unfortunately caused the first casualty of the South West Team, Miss Emily Nott in the 80km Young Rider ER class. Her horse lost a shoe prior to reaching vet gate one but the combination from Newton Abbott were assisted by fellow team mates Jane James and Rachael Claridge to fit her equi-boot and the pair successfully had the shoe replaced but luck was not on their side when her mare was eliminated for lameness at vet gate two. Jane and Rachael riding their experienced veteran horses Steel Tobias and Blue Chip Silver Mistrahl, 18 and 17 years respectively, rode together for the duration of the event and secured 8th and 9th position in the Open 80km ER. In the 100km ER Nikki Routledge had a spectacular racing finish up Ludlow Race Course against young rider Carri-An Dark from Devizes for 5th position. Sadly she was pipped to the post but due to two eliminations the pair were moved up to 3rd and 4th place respectively. John Hudson from Tiverton unfortunately retired his horse on course. Over night the South West team was lying in 2nd position under the guidance of Chef d’equipe and Chairman for the South West Mrs Annie Joppe. Riders and crew enjoyed various team barbeques and live music at the venue whilst the sun continued to shine late into the evening. The final day was a different story however, with heavy rain returning to challenge all of the remaining team riders. Torrential downpours plagued the riders as they climbed the steep gradients of the Shropshire course. With liquid mud underfoot the riders ploughed on. Kate Christmas and Gail Thomas from Cornwall, riding together in the 50km class unfortunately took an incorrect route when the markers were moved by vandals. This left the riders fighting against the clock to achieve the maximum riding time. Then disaster struck when Kate’s stirrup leather broke, she watched her team mate ride home in the belief she’d be out of time. However upon arriving back at the venue Gail discovered a time allowance had been awarded due to the unseasonal weather conditions and a search party was sent out on course to find and encourage Kate to ride back to the venue. A happy ending was had by the South West Team, when Kate and her fellow team mates all successfully completed the final day of the challenge – awarding them 1st position in the event.
End
INTER-REGIONAL RESULTS 2007 

SW TEAM 14th & 15th JULY @ LUDLOW
· South West 1st

178 points

· Wessex 2nd

152 points 

· North West 3rd

131 points

Endurance ‘Race’ Rides
100 KMS

Nikki Routledge (Tiverton)

4th



John Hudson (Tiverton)

Retired

80 KMS (ER Open)
Rachael Claridge (Cullompton)
8th
Jane James (St Just)


9th 


80 KMS (ER YR)
Emily Nott (Newton Abbott)

Eliminated 


Competitive ‘Graded’ Rides

64 KMS

Mike Stone (Okehampton)

2nd



Pam Ritchie (Liskeard)

3rd



Isobel Nott (Newton Abbott)

4th


50 KMS

Tessa Chisholm (Lydford)

2nd



Gail Thomas (Bodmin)

13th



Kate Christmas (St Austell)

14th
40 KMS

Andrew Chisholm (Lydford)

1st



Joanna Ritchie (Liskeard)

2nd
WESSEX TEAM 14th & 15th JULY @ LUDLOW

	100 ER

Senior




YR


	Kirsty Wiscombe - Lyme Regis

Carrie-Ann Dark - ?

	80 ER


Senior




Senior




YR


	Lisa Franks – Templecombe 

Datsi Sainsbury - Lyme Regis area

Laura Brown - Portland

	65 GR FF

Advanced




Advanced/Open




YR/Open


	Kirsty Wiscombe - as above  

Tasha Sainsbury - Lyme Regis area

Dean Brown - Portland

	50 GR FF

Veteran/Nov




Senior Nov/Op




YR
	Judith Jesty - Lulworth

Nellie George - Bridport

Sam Mowatt – Bridport

	40 GR FF

Veteran/Nov




Senior Nov




YR/J


	Maggie Phillips - Warminster

Gina Worth - Portland

Stevie Jones – Lyme Regis area


MORRIS TEAM TROPHY 2007

FIRST LEG - MINIONS MOORLAND RIDE 1st JULY
Wessex Team – Chef d’equipe: Lisa Franks – 650 points (2nd)
Endurance ‘Race’ Rides
80km ER 

Anthony Sargent


Eliminated




Laura Brown



5th
Competitive ‘Graded’ Rides
80km 


Sue Frooks



Retired




Jodie Jenkins



Retired

66km


Jo Malcolm



Grade 3

50km


Kirsty Wiscombe


Grade 4




Lisa Franks



Completion

32km


Dean Brown



Grade 1




Amy Leach



Grade 3

South West Team – Chef d’equipe: Jan Kane – 935 points (1st)
Endurance ‘Race’ Rides
80km ER 

Rachael Claridge


3rd





Catherine Woodford


6th


Competitive ‘Graded’ Rides
80km 


Kate Christmas


Eliminated




Karen Jones



Eliminated

66km


Nicky Sherry



Grade 2




Jane James



Grade 1

50km


Tanya Southworth


Completion




Anneka Southworth


Completion

32km


Jean Burke



Eliminated




Karen Goodman


Grade 2
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Lesley closes the Dore on first place at the Minions Moorland Endurance Ride

Torrential rain didn’t deter Lesley Dore securing first place in the Minions

Moorland endurance ride on Sunday 1st July. Lesley from Newton Abbott and her nine

year old gelding Firebird raced former British Team members Sally Hall riding Barn Owl

(from Bristol) and Rachael Claridge for the first place on the gruelling 80km ER course. 
“I’m so proud of him” said Lesley “We were on our own for the last two loops and the

ground was very sticky and nasty... it was his third ER this season and I couldn’t have

done it without my daughters and husband”. 

Rachael had won the competition for the past two years on Silver Mistrahl and Prince

Meliodas and hoped to secure a hat-trick with her Mothers new gelding HS Bezique. 

Rachael who now lives near Cullompton led the field for the first 70km’s at a speed of

16.9kmph but the “weather took its toll on Bezique, he was so fed up being on his own in

the rain, that by the time we reached Twelve Men’s Moor on the final loop that he slowed

and waited for company…obviously I would have loved to have won but I was pleased

with how he went under the circumstances and hopefully we’ll reclaim the trophy next

year!”. 

Newcomers to the ER circuit was Phillipa Davidson on Master Flash secured fourth place and Laura Brown and Catherine Woodford on Melinwynt Indina and Dennis II respectively picked up fifth and sixth position.
Organisers Sue Speed and Jane Holden were “amazed by the conditions of the day, last

year we had a heat wave with thunder and lightening but this year there was no let up by

the rain” said Sue, who hosted the event at her home Trewalla Farm.

Minions Moorland was also the venue for the 2007 Morris Challenge, a team event

between the South West and Wessex Branch of Endurance GB. The challenge is run over

two rides and the deciding leg will be hosted at the Three Rivers Ride at Salisbury in

September. The trophy was presented to Wessex in 2006 but the South West secured a

good head start by notching up 935 points under the guidance of Chef d’equipe Jan Kane

against 650 by Lisa Frank’s Wessex riders. 

At the same time Minions was experiencing a deluge of rainfall, previous host of the

event Anna Williams was securing 3rd place on Erica Young’s former steed HS Sabetour

in a 90km ER in Switzerland. The heat-wave that swept Europe unfortunately took its toll

on Anna’s Mother’s horse, ridden by Kay Bond, winner of the Cirencester Park

FEI 160km ER who was unfortunately eliminated at vetgate two for a high pulse.

For further information about the sport of endurance and for the latest events in your area

visit www.endurancegb.co.uk

80km ER results:

· 1st Lesley Dore on Firebird 
· 2nd Sally Hall on Barn Owl 
· 3rd Rachael Claridge on HS Bezique

· 4th Phillipa Davidson on Master Flash 
· 5th Laura Brown on Melinwynt Indina 
· 6th Catherine Woodford on Dennis II.
· Elimination – Antony Sargent and Ell Kaleefa Rose
End:
International News – Maggie Maguire – Endurance GB
http://www.endurancegb.co.uk/html/item.asp?ItemId=1023
The IMT are pleased to report considerable activity on the International front........ The selectors are pleased to announce the following riders that have been selected for the European Championships in Portugal, and We have received an invitation from France for four of our riders to travel to the Young Horse event in October .

	Update from the International Management Team

	9th July 2007


Invitation

We have received an invitation from France for four of our riders to travel to the Young Horse event in October at Uzes near Marseilles travel and accommodation expenses paid. The riders will have the opportunity to ride quality young French horses. The four riders selected for this trip are: -      Jayme Bone (Wantage, Oxfordshire), Roz Clapp (Shepton Mallet, Somerset), Rachael Claridge (Cullompton, Devon) and Phillip Hirst (Offers Dyke, North Wales)
 European Championship Team

The selectors are pleased to announce that the following riders have been selected for the European Championships in Portugal

Jayme Bone and Krayaan Jesra (Wantage, Oxfordshire)
Fiona Hamilton and Sharifah (Sussex)
Sophie O’Hara Smith and Sky Consort (Cambridge)
Nicky Sherry and Shimmering Blue Jasmine (St Breward, Cornwall)
Elizabeth Taylor and Falaina Bint Chatanz (Hartpury, Gloucestershire)
Christine Yeoman and Farouk De Lozelle/Lm Taquillero (Shepton Mallet, Somerset)
 The three reserves in alphabetical order are Sally Hall and Sire De Bozouls (Bristol)
                                                                      Linda Hams and Perfeq Hidden Challenge

                                                                      Susan Hawes and JadeRani

The reserves will be graded first second and third after the next Team week-end on 28/29th July
